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SENIOR SECTION 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

CLASS IX 

MODEL QUESTION PAPER 

            

 

SECTION A                                                                                                                                                          

READING          (20 marks) 

1. Read the following passage carefully: 

Indonesian ‘Hobbit’ a tiny ancestor? 

    Scientists working with powerful imaging computers say the spectacular ‘Hobbit’ fossil 

recently discovered in Indonesia had distinctive brain features that could justify its classification 

as a separate-and tiny-human ancestor.  

    The report, published on Thursday in the online journal Science Express, seems to support 

the idea of a human dwarf species marooned for eons while modern man spread across the 

planet. Detractors of the theory, however, said the computer models were unconvincing.  

     The new research produced a computer-generated model that compared surface 

impressions on the inside of the fossil skull with brain casts of modern and ancient humans, as 

well as chimps and other primates. The scientists said the model shows that the 90-cm 

specimen, nicknamed Hobbit, had a brain unlike anytime they had seen before in recent human 

lineage.  

     The brain is chimp like in size, between 380 and 420 cubic centimeters.  

     Despite being up to two-thirds smaller than a modern human brain, the Hobbit fossil’s brain 

shared wrinkled surface features with the brains of both modern humans and Homo erectus, 

tool-making human ancestors that lived more than 1 million years ago, the researchers said. 

Some of those features are consistent with higher cognitive traits, they report.  

     At the same time, they said the Hobbit brain was different from the brain of a modern 

human pygmy or a human with abnormal brain growth. “This is something new,” said Florida 

State University anthropologist Dean Falk, who led the study. “This discovery has flummoxed 

the field of anthropology.” In October, scientists from Indonesia and Australia caused an 
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international sensation with their report of a trove of fossils found in a cave on the equatorial 

island of Flores.  

    As many as seven tiny individuals were represented by the bones in layers that were dated 

from 95,000 to 12,000 years ago.  

     The Hobbit skeleton was the most complete specimen to be described.  

On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer the following very short answer 

questions:                                                                                                                                   (8 marks) 

                    

     a) How did the scientists discover ‘Hobbit’?        (1) 

     b) How do the detractors of the ‘Hobbit’ theory react to it?     (1) 

     c) What constituted the computer generated model?      (1) 

    d) Who are the tool-making human ancestors?       (1) 

    e) ‘Some of those features… report.’ What are those features?     (1) 

    f) What is referred to in “This is something new”?      (1) 

     g) What made the scientists of Indonesia and Australia cause an international sensation? (1)  

     h) Where was the fossil trove found?        (1) 

     i) Find a word in the first paragraph that means ‘striking’.     (1) 

2.  Read the following passage carefully:  

     The other day we heard someone smilingly refer to poets as dreamers. No, it is accurate to 

refer to poets as dreamers but it is not discerning to infer as this person did, that the dreams of 

poets are just as practical as people who build bridges or look into microscopes are just as close 

to reality and truth. Where they differ from the logician and the scientist is in the temporal 

sense alone: they are ahead of their time, whereas logicians and scientists are abreast of their 

time. We must not be superficial that we fail to discern of scientific progress another forward 

surge. Every forward step man takes in any field of life is first taken along the dreamy paths of 

imagination. Robert Foulton did not discover his steamboat with full steam up, straining at a 

hawser at some Hudson River dock; first he dreamed the steamboat and then scientific wisdom 

converted a picture in the mind into a reality of steel and wood.  
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     The automobile was not dug out of the ground like a nugget of gold; first men dreamed the 

automobile and afterwards, the practical minded engineers caught up with what had been 

created by winging fantasy. He who looks deeply and with a seeing eye into the poetry of 

yesterday finds there all the cold scientific magic of today and much we shall not enjoy until 

some tomorrow. If the poet does not dream so clearly that blueprint of this vision can 

immediately be drawn and the practical conversions immediately effected, he must not for that 

reason be smiled upon as merely the mental host for a sort of harmless madness. For the poet, 

like the engineer, is a specialist. His being turned to the life to tomorrow, cannot be turned 

simultaneously to the life of today. To the scientist, he says, “Here, I give a flash of the future.” 

The wise scientist thanks him and takes that flash of the future and makes it over into a fibre of 

today.  

2.1. On the basis of your reading of the passage answer four of the following questions 

carefully:             

  (8marks) 

     a) How did someone refer to the poets as dreamers?                  (2) 

     b) Give the difference between the logicians, the scientists and the poets.  (2) 

     c) What makes the poet come first before the scientist?                  (2) 

     d) Explain : “The automobile was not dug out of the ground like a nuggets of gold…’  (2) 

2.2. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer any four of the following:  (4 marks)  

   a) Dreams signify a ________ of scientic progress.                                                     

          (i) new year    (ii) new day   (iii) new life   (iv) new age                                 (1) 

  b) Any forward step man takes in any field of life is first taken along the _____ paths of 

imagination.  

         (i) realistic     (ii) true     (iii) dreamy     (iv) scientific                                 (1) 

  c) Robert Foulton first dreamed the steamboat before _____it.                                  

          (i) finding     (ii) tracing      (iii) disclosing     (iv) discovering                          (1) 

  d) What converted a picture of steamboat in the mind of Robert Foulton was _______  

 (i) scientic wisdom   (ii) dreaming nature   (iii) scientific look  (iv) reality of steel and wood  (1) 

SECTION B 
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WRITING AND GRAMMAR       (30 marks) 

3. The Yamuna in Delhi has become extremely polluted. It has been reduced almost to a drain. 

It has lost its glories of past. Write an article in 100-150 words on the causes of the pollution of 

the Yamuna and how to bring back it to its old glory.         

     

OR 

     You are Ramesh and you have wrongly been fined for making a noise by your teacher. You 

know who the leader of the gang is but you don’t want to name him, though he got you fined 

by his mischief. You feel greatly hurt as the teacher didn’t even give you a chance to explain 

your side. You write a diary entry about this in about 100-150 words.                               (8 marks) 

4. Nitin awoke one night from a deep slumber after hearing some strange sounds. When he 

looked around, there was pitch darkness, but there was coming a dim ray of light from above. 

He was amazed to see what he saw …  

    Based on this write a story about 150-200 words.            (10 marks)  

 

5. Fill in any four of the blanks choosing the most appropriate option from the ones given in the 

box. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank numbers.  (4 marks) 

    1. Animals are great builders that use simple materials (a) ____________ employing sound 

engineering principles.  

    2. Man has used suspension bridges made of ropes of steel and concrete (b)__________  

bear loads in tension.  

    3. The webs of spiders provide the most vivid examples of animal structure (c) ________ 

entirely in tension.  

     4. Spider-web silk is (d) ____________ strong that many species of birds use it to build their 

nests.  
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1. (a) (i) but                  (ii) there of                                 (iii) yet                               (iv) only  
2. (b) (i) who                (ii) which                                     (iii) when                           (iv) whom  
3. (c) (i) of                     (ii) build                                      (iii) built                             (iv) building  
4. (d) (i) most               (ii) more                                      (iii) so                                 (iv) much  

 

6. In the following passage one word has been omitted in each line. Write the missing word 

along with the word that comes before and the word that comes after it.   (4marks) 

W.B. Yeats was of the most famous                         e.g. was    one    of  

poets the twentieth century. He was                   (a) _______          _________         _______ 

a playwright, a thinker and Irish         (b) _______         _________         _______ 

nationalist was one of the founders                (c) _______          _________         _______ 

of the Irish Literary Society. He the              (d) _______         _________         _______ 

Nobel Prize for Literature 1923.         

7. Rearrange any four of the following words and phrases to form meaningful sentences.  

(4marks) 

    a) our body /carbohydrates and /vitamins /proteins /necessary for /facts are 

    b) have lately / acquired / image / facts / a bad 

    c) means of / fats /the body /provide /storing energy /best  

    d) as /cold /insulation /act /against / they 

SECTION C 

 

 LITERATURE                                         (30 marks)  

8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: (1 X 4 = 4 marks) 

    A student of his once wanted him to head a Shehnai school in U.S.A., and the student 

promised to recreate the atmosphere of Benaras by replicating the temples there. But 

Khansaab asked him if he would be able to transport river Ganga as well. Later he is 

remembered to have said, “That is why whenever I am in a foreign country. I keep yearning to 
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see Hindustan. While in Mumbai, I think only of Benaras and the holy Ganga. And while in 

Benaras, I miss the unique Matha of Dumraon.  

Questions 

    1. ‘Khansaab’ here refers to _________________ . 

    2. The student could not ____________________ . 

     3. What does he want to see while being abroad? 

     4. What does he miss when he is abroad? 

 

OR 

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow :  ( 4 marks ) 

     “I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I … 

I took the one less travelled by,  

And that has made all the difference” 

Questions  

 1)  What will the narrator tell ‘with a sigh’? 

2) Why does the narrator say, ’And that has made all the difference’? 

3)  What did the poet wish to do when he takes the roa d that he hasn’t been able to tread on?  

4)  As a symbol, what does ‘road’ signify in the poem?  

9. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words:  (2 X 5 = 10 marks ) 

     1. Why was Margie’s mother upset with Margie’s performance in Geography? What did she         

do? 

     2. Why was Evelyn slightly nervous when she was going to Royal Academy of Music? 

     3. What was the headmaster’s opinion about Albert Einstein?  

     4. How does the poet describe the sky before the rain fa lls?  

     5. How can wind ever be friends with us?  

10. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-150 words :   ( 8 marks )  
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     a)  How did Kezia’s negative attitude towards father change?  

OR 

    b) Do you agree with Margie that schools today are more fun than the school in the story?   

       Give reasons for your answer. 

  

11. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-150 words : ( 8 marks )  

     a) In what way is Iswaran an asset to Mahendra? 

 OR 

     b) ‘If there is a part of the brain especially devoted to mischief, that part was largely 

developed in Toto’. Explain the above statement with incidents from the lesson to justify it  

 

 


